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May a sitting judge permit his name to 
listed as a member of a "Honorary Host 

for a charitable event, said 
Judge· s name to appear on the invitation to 
said event and on the event's promotional 
material? Answer: No. 

Facts 
A judge received in the mail a request 

for permission to list his name as a member of 
a charitable event's "Honorary Host 
Committee." The event was a celebrity golf 
tournament for a national charity and the 
judge's name would appear on the invitation 
to the tournament, as well as in the event's 
promotional materials. 

Discussion 
The Nevada Code of Judicial Conduct 

sets forth the applicable standards from which 
our judges are provided guidance for ethical 
conduct. Regarding the instant hypothetical 
issue, Canon 4C(3)(b)(iv) provides: 

b) A judge as an officer, director, 
trustee or non-legal advisor, or as a member or 

shall not use or pern1it the use 
of the of judicial 

or 
membership solicitation. 

The commentary to 4C(3)(b)(iv) 
supplies an appropriate discussion relative to 

charitable 

rule. In it states that a 
solicit membership or "'"r1

""''"' or 
membership efforts" for a 

organization provided it is not 
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a and 
"must not in direct individual 
solicitation offunds," with limited '"'"''"·'-'IJLlVll"' 

A judge who is an officer of an organization 
may allow his name and office to appear on 
the organization letterhead, so long as other 
persons listed have comparable designations. 

Conclusion 
Although a judge may solicit 

membership to certain organizations, he may 
not use his position as a fund-raising 
mechanism. A judge cannot permit his name 
to appear on promotional material of a 
charitable organization when the purpose is to 
raise funds for a particular charitable event. 
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This opzmon is issued by the Standing 
Committee on Judicial Ethics and Election 
Practices. It is advisory only. It is not 
binding upon the courts, the State Bar of 
Nevada. the Nevada Commission on Judicial 
Discipline, any person or tribunal charged 
with regulatory re,sponsibilities, any member 
of the judiciary, or any person or 
entity which requestef{ the opinion. 
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